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	Course Objectives: 
	The aim of this course is to explore the nature of the post-communist transition - why has it taken such contrasting forms in different countries? Why have some nations succeeded in transition while others have failed? Rather than surveying the transitions in each individual country, the course aspires to develop theoretical foundations for understanding the nature of all of them.  The course draws on concepts and readings from economics of transition, policy studies, political economy and international relations.



	Prerequisites:
	No prerequisites are required for this course.   

	Course Format:
	One-hour lectures followed by one-hour seminars for presentations and topic discussions.

	Course Content: 
	Week 1. Communism in Historical Perspective 

Readings

· Kornai, J. (1992) The Socialist System: The Political Economy of Communism, Princeton University Press, chap. 4, 5, 12 and 15. 

· White, S. (2001) Communism and its Collapse, Routledge, chap. 1-5, pp. 1-52. 

· Janos, A.C. (2000) East Central Europe in the Modern World: The Politics of the Borderlands from Pre- To – Post Communism, Stanford University Press, Chap. 5 and 6, pp. 218-329. 

Week 2. Collapse of Communism  

Readings
· Katherine Verdery, K. (1999) “What Was Socialism, and Why Did It Fall?” in Tismaneanu, V (ed.) The Revolutions of 1989, Routledge, pp. 63-89. 

· Bunce, V. (1999) Subversive Institutions: The Design and Destruction of Socialism and the State, Cambridge University Press, chap. 4, pp. 56-77. 

· White, S. (2001) Communism and its Collapse, Routledge, chap. 6-8, pp. 52-82. 

Week 3.  The Nature of  Post-Communist Transition 

Radings

· Bunce, V. (1995) ”Should Transitologist Be Grounded” Slavic Review, Volume 54, Issue 1, pp. 111-127.  

· Karl, T.L. and Schmitter, P.C. “From an Iron Curtain to a paper Curtain: Grounding Transitologists or Students of Postcommunism?” Slavic Review, Volume 54, Issue 4, pp. 965-978. 

· Nagle, J.D. and Mahr, A. (1999) Democracy and Democratization:  Europe in Comparative Perspective, SAGE, chap. 11, pp. 255-268.

Week 4. Post-Communist Democratization 

Readings

· Schmitter, P.C. and Karl, T.L. “What Democracy is … and is not” Journal of Democracy, Vol. 2, No. 3, pp. 74-88.

· Linz, J.J & Stepan, A. (1996) “Toward Consolidated Democracies” Journal of Democracy, 7.2, pp. 14-33.

· Nodia, G. (1996) “How Different Are Postcommunist Transitions?” Journal of Democracy, 7.4, pp. 15-29. 

· Fish, S. (1999) “Postcommunist Subversion: Social Science and Democratization in East Europe and Eurasia”, Slavic Review, vol. 58, no. 4, pp. 794-823. 

Week 5. Constitutions and Institutional Politics 

Readings

· Holmes, S. (1995) “Conceptions of Democracy in the Draft Constitutions of Countries” in Crawford, B. (ed) Markets, States, and Democracy: The Political Economy of Governance, Westview Press, pp. 71-81. 

· Batt, J and Wolczuk, K. (1998) “Redefining the State: The Constitutional Process” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, chap. 5, pp. 83-103. 

· Taras, R. (1998) “The Politics of Leadership” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, chap. 6, pp. 103-126. 

Week 6. Parliaments, Party Systems & Elections 

Readings

· Olson, D.M. (1998)  “The Parliaments of New Democracies and the Politics of Representation” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, chap. 7, pp. 126-147. 

· Wightman, G. (1998) “Parties and Politics” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, chap. 8, pp. 147-166. 

· Krzysztof Jasiewicz (1998) “Elections and Voting Behavior” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, chap. 9, pp. 166-187. 

Week 7. Territorial Transition: Ethnicity and Nationalism 
Readings 

· Vachudova, M.A. and Snyder, T. (1997) “Are Transitions Transitory? Two Types of Political Change in Eastern Europe Since 1989” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 1-35. 

· Bunce, V. (1999) Subversive Institutions: The Design and Destruction of Socialism and the State, Cambridge University Press, chapters 5-6, pp. 77-127.

Week 8.   Strategies of Economic Reform 

Readings

· Sachs, J. (2005) The End of Poverty, Penguin Books, chap. 6, pp. 109-131.   

· Roland, G. (2000) Transition and Economics: Politics, Markets, and Firms, MIT Press,ch. 13, pp. 327-346. 

· Stanley Fischer, S. and Sahay, R.  (2000) “Economies in Transition: Taking Stock” Finance and Development, pp.2-6. 

Week 9. Privatization and Structural Reforms 

Readings

· World Bank (1997) Between State and Market: Mass Privatization in Transition Economies, World Bank 

· Stiglitz, J. (2003) Globalization and its Discontents, Norton Paperback 2003 chap 5. pp. 133-166 

· Klein, N. (2007) The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, Metropolitan Books, pp. 155-171 

Week 10. Political Economy of: Democracy and Market 

Readings

· Fish, M.S. (1998) “The Determinants of Economic Reform in the Postcommunist World” East European Politics and Society vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 31-78. 

· Bunce, V. (1999) “The Political Economy of Post-Socialism”, Slavic Review, vol. 58, no. 4, pp. 756-793.

· Przeworski, A. and Limongi, F. (1997) “Modernization: Theories and Facts”, World Politics 49.2, pp. 55-183.

Week 11. Social Aspects of Transition

Readings
· Hellman, J.S. (1998) “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist Transitions” World Politics 50.2, pp. 203-234, 

· Greskovits, B. (1997) “Social Responses to Neoliberal Reforms in Eastern Europe in the 1990s” in Manus I. Midlarsky (ed.) Inequality, Democracy and Economic Development, Cambridge University Press, pp. 269-289. 

· Cox, T. “The Politics of Social Change” White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, ch. 11, pp. 216-234.

Week 12. Regional, International and Transnational Factors and Democratization  

Readings

· Janos, A.C. (2000) East Central Europe in the Modern World: The Politics of the Borderlands from Pre To Post Communism, Stanford University Press, pp. 361-372. 

· Pridham, G. (1994) “The International Dimension of Democratization: Theory, Practice, and Inter-regional Comparisons” in Pridham, G., Herring, E. and Sanford, G. (eds.) Building Democracy? The International Dimension of Democratization in Eastern Europe, St. Martin’s Press, 

· Lavigne, M. (1999) The Economics of Transition: from Socialist Economy to Market Economy, St. Martin’s Press, 203-210 and 244-254.

Week 13. Results and Prospects

Readings

· Ekiert, G. (1999) “Do Legacies Matter? Patterns of Postcommunist Transitions in Eastern Europe” East European Studies Occasional Paper No. 53. 

· Jacques Rupnik, J. (1999) “The Postcommunist Divide” Journal of Democracy 10.1, pp. 57-62,

· Richard Rose, R. (1998) “Prospects for Democracy in Postcommunist Europe” in White, S. Batt, J. and Lewis, P.G. (eds) Developments in East European Politics 2, Macmillan, pp. 276-296. 

Week 14. Georgia in Transition

Readings

· Nodia, G. (1995) Georgia's Identity Crisis, Journal of Democracy 6.1, pp. 104-116
· UNDP (2008) Georgia Human Development Report 2008: the Reforms and Beyond, UNDP
· UNICEF (2008) Child Poverty in Georgia, upcoming
Week 15. Concluding session



	Assessment: 
	25% Presentation +active participation throughout the course

75% Essay (students are required to write a 2000-word essay within the two weeks after the end of the course)


	Required Readings: 
	There is no standard textbook for this course. All the readings listed above are highly desired to be read.  

	Additional Resources: 
	To be provided by the lecturer throughout the course.

	Learning Outcomes: 
	The course will help the students to understand: a) the factors that have led to the demise of the Communist regimes; b) the process of post-communist democratization and how it compares to those in the other parts of the world; c) how the institutional choices and economic reform strategies have affected the process of transformation. 
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